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William Petty propofes in his Double proportions ; for I have not 
read the Tra&;and if I underftand you judge the thing rational , 
I fhall endeavour to procure the Instruments , and proceed to 
praftice , and (hail pay you my hearty thanks with a ready re- 
turn of any fervice that lies in me, being. Sir, 

Stony- Bajlon, June r 7. Tour obliged and humbh Servant^ 

1676. J .Beaumont Jnn. 

An Account of fome Books : 
I. Ephemeridum Medicophyficarum Germanicarum jiNNUS 

IV & V, Anni i6]-$& 1 674,^^ Cum Jppenaice : Franco- 

furti e^* Lipfia?, 1676, in quarto. 

I^His induftnous Collection contains 210 Obfervations ; 
among which not a few feem confiderablcand uncommon-* 
E.g. Menfes coming at 8 and 9 years of age : A Prince that 
lived a great while with great and dangerous difeafes : The Er- 
rors of Nature in one part,fuppiied by another: A pre fervation 
from drunkennefs by the gaping of a Suture of the Head: A 
cure of the Scurvy by a Dog's licking the Patient in the parts 
moft affeftedjtogether with the cure of that Dog , becoming al- 
together fcabby,by Mercurim dulckfXwo men monthly trou- 
bled with the Hemorrhoids, from their youth, the one unto the 
eightieth, the other to the ninetieth year of his age : An Ague 
recurring every eighth day: Worms of divers forts fallen down 
with Snow in Hungary, mi far from the Copper-mines of that 
Country : Of a young woman, that though fhe did for a while 
drink wine, yet came afterwards fo to abhor it, that fhe could 
take nothing phyfical , that had any thing prepared of Tartar 
in ir,but did fweat,and faint away when it was given her,though 
fhe knew nothing of it before hand: The juyce of Hemlock 
mixed only with a little Sugar, for feveral days taken inwardly, 
to the quantity of three ounces at a time, to allay the heat of the 
Liver; follow'dbyno other noxious efreft but a debilitation of 
the ilrength of the Patient ; The Preparation of rhe Helmontian 
ludusy together withan account, that the Oil , drawn of black 
Flints, fuch as we ftrike fire with, cures the Stone of the Blad- 
der; as alfo, that theSpirit of Sea-fair, efpecially of Spanish- 
fait, is a potent remedy againft the Scrangurv : A wound in the 
Breaft and Lungs not mortal; Fontinelsor IfTues naturally an- 
fing in the Arms and Feet,and curing a Patient of a violent Head* 
*che>and troublefom puftulesof the Head ; as alfo ofanlflTuein 

the 
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the abdomen^ curing a woman of her Hydropical diftcmper: 
Two perfons preferved alive aha they had drunk (unawares) 
a good quantity of Aqua fortis : Several men cured of the Gout 
by adecoftionof Trifoiium palnftre, (Mai (h trefoil or Buck- 
beans:) Many Stones voided by fiege : Fomentations made 
with the decoftion of Emmets, very and-paralytica! : Cina- 
mon-trees, fent out of Ceylon in Chefts, filled with thenative 
Earth of that Ifland, transmitted into the Low Countries, and 
there thriving very well, without any confiderablc change of 
their quality : A Girle of eight years old, greedily earing 
Mortar great ftore, without any other harm than palenefsof 
her looks: A Man it Prage , from his all-devouring quality 
called Wfxf *J®- , devouring a whole live Hog by piece-meal* 
with the Drift es on : Of fome Men of unufual ftrengrh ; as, 
of a Prince of Bavaria, that could lift up from the ground a 
ftone of three hundred and forty pound weight , and throw it 
from him to a confiderable diftance : Of a Man, that upon an 
Apoplexy had quite forgot all reading, and knew never a 
letter, yet was able readily to write any of the Languages by 
him known before, though unable to tell any of the letters thus 
written by himfelf: ££u<ere; Whether this cafe might not be 
like that of thofe that can write with their Eyes (hut; the 
phancy working in the aft of writing, but the memory failing 
in knowing and diftinguifhing the letters: Of a youngjMan* 
whofe Hands, and thofe only, at certain times, fmelt of Brim- 
ftone, without any contaft of Brimftone: Of the Spleen cue 
out of a man alive, the Patient furviving his Spleen for many 
years : Of many Horfes breeding the Stone, as well as Men,and 
of the Bezoar-like virtue of fuch ftones; Of the Juyce of 
Vines frozen, and that Ice reprefenting the figures of Vine» 
leaves and Grapes; An Anatomeof aTortoife, (hewing, that 
what the ribs are in other Animals , the upper flsell is in Tor- 
toifes and that to that upper fhell are firmly faftned the fpinal 
vertebra's ; fo that this Animal cannot go out of its houfe, as 
Snails do: Of a Statue, refemblinga Man, and reprefenting the 
Circulation of theBlood 5 &c. 

To thefe Obfervations is added an Account of the Life, 
Studies, Writings.Cor re fpondence, and Death of the Learned 
Dr. Stchfiw* To which is fubjoyn'd an Appendix , taking 
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notice of feveral Tra&s publifhed by divers Philofophers and 
Phyficiansof Germany ; viz* The three Centuries of the Me* 
dicinalMifcellanies of Dr. Veljhius: The Hiftory of Dr. El- 
Jboltius of a Stcom* fuccefsfully cut and cured , together with 
his Epiftle of a Conception in the Tuba Uteri: Some obferva- 
tions of Dr. Balduin\ concerning r. the Regermination of 
Silver, by a new artifice ; 2. the Urns of the pagsn Germans. 
3. a Faftitiousftone, fhining in rhe dark, after ic ha.h been a 
while exposed totheSurr, as the natural Bolonun (tone is faid 
to do, though that artificial one is affirmed to do ic in a more 
excellent manner, forafmuch as, when after the imbibition of 
the Solar light it is caft into a glafs-full of Spirit of Niter, i«t 
doth notwithftanding (bine in the dark; and that more is, 
when 'tis taken out of the faid liquor , and dried again in the 
dark to make it lofe its light, and then put again into a glafs- 
full of cold water, andexpofed to the day-light, it will for all 
this refurae a fplendent brightnefs even in the cold wat r it felf ; 
Again, being again taken out of the cold wa.er and dried, and 
deprived of its light in the dark, and then put into a hot 
oven* ic will there recover its light, though the room be 
dark. There is further mentiop/d and defcribed in this work 
Dr* Mentzelius his Traft, comparing this Shining ft one of 
D.Balduin with that of Bolonia\ asalfo^r.Wedelitas Experi- 
ments about the Extraftion of the Volatil Salt of Tartar • 
long fmce performed here by Dr. Daniel Cox, whom he afo 
cites for it : Likewife, an Epiftle of Dr. Retjfelius to the Gtr* 
»M# Academifts about fotne DejideratA in lh}fick, hitherto 
not much confidered, or cared for ; where mention is made of 
an Hijioria Medica , expeded from Dr, Schtftrus. Laftly, an 
Account given by Dr.B*r/?//*,the King, of PoUnds chief Phy- 
fician, concerning f me Anti podagrical remedies, made ufeof 
in the cure of Uladijlam IV. King of that Country 5 where, 
occafionally, the Herb is named and defcribed, wherewith the 
Eaftern Nations tinge not only the Mains and Tails of their 
Horfes, but alfo fome parts of their own body. 
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1 1. Nouvelk Metbode en Geometric pour les Scftiom des Su- 
perficies Goniquzs & Cylindriques \ qui ont pour Bafc des 
Ccrclesju des far*boles,des Elttpfes, & des Hyperboles 5 par 
Ph.de la Hire, Psrifie^ ji Paris, 1673, in quarto. 

THis Author, (who came but very lately to my hands) in- 
forms his Reader, in his Preface, that he would not have 
publifht this Book, if he had not been perfwaded , that the 
Simplicity and plainnefs of the New Optical or Proje&ive 
Method, by him found out, after thtbrouitlon projector rough- 
draught of U.Des j4rgues, would be of great uie to the ftudi- 
ousof this fubjed, and if he had not been aware , that no 
Writer had as yet taken this way by him infifted on. For, he 
faith, that in his firft Propofition he demonftrates all the pro- 
portions of the Lines, which coming from one point, or being 
parallel among themfelves* and meeting the Se&ion?, are cut 
by thefeSeftiow, or by the lines that joyn the conta&s, or by 
other Tangents : which he affirms doth comprehend a great 
part of the Proportions of Apohniuss and many others a Ifo 
of which he hath not fpoken; Which feems to him very eafie 
to underhand , forafmuchas it is nothing tlfe but a continual 
repetition of the application of one only line cut in three 
parts, which Line he calls cut hnrmonmllj\ not that the parts 
taken feparately are in harmonica! proportion, but that, by 
taking one of the extreams for one , and the fame with that of 
the middle for another , and the whole for the laft , thefe three 
lines (hall be in harmonical proportion. 

Afc er he had difpatched this Propofition , he faith , that he 
was refolved to have concluded his Book with the Power, 
Relation, or Habitudes of the Ordwates by comparing them 
ro the Refiangles of the parts of their diameters ; but that he 
found himfelf infenfibly engaged to add to it fome other Pre- 
pofitions of a more ufeful kind , and which might eafily be 
demonftrated by the Firft; and then, thePropofitionsof the 
Ancients about the foci or funffacomptrationisimd thedemon- 
ftrations by him given of them he affirms, to be different from 
thofe of others, thatfo this work of his might not only be en- 
tire, but new. 
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He hath alfo given a method of demonftrating the Seflions 
of the Conic furfaces that have for bafe Parabola s , Ellipfes 
and Hyperbola's ; asalfothofeof Cylindrical furfaces,which 
have for bafe the fame Curves as well as the Circle* Of the Ufc- 
fulnefsof all which he believes every one that is knowing in 
Geometry is fufficientlv perfwaded. 

Since the publication hereof, this fame Author hath printed 
in hutin a fheec, with elegant Schemes belonging thereto , De 
Cycloiie ejr Seffionibus Conitti ; wherein he prom ifes a continua- 
tion of thisdo&rine; which, together with what is already 
extant, weexpeft wholly in Latin, and it is the more defirable , 
becaufe we find him affirming, that he hath fludied the Mathe- 
matlcks,and efpecially this part of them,for many years. 



lU.Ophthtlmographi* , five , Octtli ejufqueprtium DefcriptU 
AmtomieA. Autb. Guii.Briggs JM. & Coll, Corp. Chrifii in 
AcaL Cantabr. Socio. Cantabrigiae 1 67 6. in 1 2°. 
^"f^His Author having premifed fome general Confederations 
|_ touching the Eye, and therein given an account, amongft 
other particulars, of the reafon why there is made but one fen- 
fation by both Eyes, and why fometimes the objeft appears to 
be double ; defcends to the examination of rhe parts of that 
organ ; and firft, to the Mtfcles , and their Ufes : Then to the 
CcaU, where he confiders, why the Uvca or Choroides is black 
la Men, but of divers colours in Brutes 5 why the Northern 
Nations have generally grey , but thofe of the Torrid zone, 
black eyes ; and why the Jw, proceeding from the Uvea, is of 
fo variegated a colour ia fome Individuals; concerning which 
latter he is of opinion, that that comes from the extream fine 
texture of the filaments of the/m, by way of undulation dif- 
pofing the lucid matter , from a different reflexion , into fuch 
colours. Further, when he difcourfes of the pupilta, and its 
comraftion and dilatation, together with the caufeof that mo- 
tion, hefuggefts,that,becaufe the pupil cannot be duly dilated, 
•whilft we lift up our eyes, and confequently not admit fomany 
rays as othervvifc, the Stars do appear lefs about the Meridian, 
than- in the Horizon. Again, when he examines the Ketim , he 
lakes notice, that that coat is made up of medullar fibres, be- 
twist which and the brain there intercedes a very great commu- 
nication.! upon which account he holds it to be the principal 
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organ of vifioB ; undertaking to anfwer thofe Reafoiif and Ex* 
periinents, that have been alledged by Monfieur %M&rMte and 
Monfieur Pic&rd in favour of the Chorceides. 

Having done with the Tunietes , he paOes on to the Humor s % 
and renders a reafon of their different denfity. Then he affigns 
the life of the Jqueous humor ; and recites a remarkable cafe 
of anO.d mans Sight reftored ; who being fcventy years of 
age, and having ufed Spe&aciesfor the (pace of ten years,had, 
upon taking a great cold, this humor fo repaired, that,\\hen the 
Author wrote this Difcourfe, that Ancient man had then for 
the time of fix years afed no Spefiades at all , but been able 
without them to read the final left print. 

Speaking of the Cryft&Uin humor, he obferves, that the «r,;e- 
rior part thereof, in Man and Quadrupeds , refembles the feg- 
ment of a greater Ellipfe t and the pofterior, that of a fma'ler, 
thatfo the rays being duly refrafted may pafsas they ought 
into the retina : Whereas in Fijbes the figure of this humor is 
more globous, to the end that it might »the mare refraft the 
rays, which paffing through water, as a medium of the like 
denfity with it, would otherwife not acquire their dm refra- 
Aion. As to the Vitreous humor , he judges it to be of that 
nature, that being once loft, it can wv^^repaired,whatevcr 
Kerckringius do pretend to the contrary $ though our Am nor 
thinks, the jiqueous humor may. The Ufe of thefe Humors 
appears in this, that vifion chiefly depends from the refraftion 
of the rays tranfmitted through thefe humors. 

Next, he treats of the Arteries , Veim\ and Nerves of the 
Eyes, together with the Motto* of the Animal flints in them. 
Here, among other particulars, hefhews , that the Fibres of 
the Optic Nerve about the place of their union are n3t at all 
confounded, but run on from the Brain diftinftly; as a\fi\ 
that when the nervi motorii near the infundibu'wnzxv by fome 
fharp humor irritated , the Eyes will be thereby convulfed: f 
concerning which he reiatetha remarkable inftanceof a young 
man that died of fuch a convulfion. As to the Motion of the 
jinimd Jpirits in the Mufcles of the Eyes and in the Optic 
Nerve , he conceives, that, when that is gentle and even , we 
apprehend things difthidly ; but when 'tis uneven and deful* 
tory, we then have confufed phantafmsof things, as it hap- 
pens to young Tobacconifts and young Navigators, growing 
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giddy and fiek. Touchingthe reafon,why Cats and Hcrfes are 
fenfibleof the leafl: impreffions of light , he alledges it to be 
this, that they have a p/eat frock of animal fpirks , keeping 
themembrans of the Eyes very welldiftended : Where he takes 
notice of a Man, of a hot temper, by him known, who had fuch 
Cats-eyes, that he could read a Letter in the dark, where be 
the Author , could hardly fee the Letter it felf. The caufe, 
why fome Animals^as Jurkies and Buffalo's cannot endure the 
fight of Red, he conceives to be, that the rays of light are 
thence caft with a too rapid motion upon their animal fpirits, 
and thereby enrage them ; there being required a due propor- 
tion between the motion of the Spirits and the Lucid rays. 

Further , he takes notice of the GUnduls and .Lymphatic 
veffels of the Eyes ; where he gives an account, why Women 
and Children are fo prone to cry 5 why tears are fait; why 
people do weep both in fuddenjoyes, and in Sadnefs, asaTo 
in fneezng, violent laughing, and eating of very fbarp things, as 
Muftard,&c. 

After this, he treats of the different Formation of the Eye 
in divers Animals, and even in Individuals of the fame fpecies. 
Here he confiders the peculiar ft ru&ure of the Eyes of Owles, 
Bats, Cats, Fifhes, Birds, Oxen, Horfes,Sheep,&c. yec without 
noting the extraordinary fabrick of the Cameleon. 

Laftly, he inftrufls young Anatomifts in the manner of the 
diffeftion of the Eye^having firft ftiew 'd the manner h©w Vifion 
is performed. 



BEfidesthefe/^r^ Books, we cannot but take notice here 
of a fourth, which, though a very final one , yet appears 
veryufeful, more and more to promote in thefe Kingdoms all 
Hortulan affairs r It isentituled \ 

Nurferies, Orchards, Profit Able Gardens, and Vineyards en- 
couraged ; the prefent Obfiruftivns removed 9 and pcbable Ex- 
pedients for the better Progrefs propofed: For the general benefit 
of his Mayflies Dominions^nd more particularly of Cambridge, 
in the Lhampain-Conntries , and Northern parts of England: 
Infeveral Letters out of the Country 5 by ZV.Joln Beale and Mr. 
An hony Lawrence. 

Of t hefe Letters, though hi'herto there be printed but Two 5 

yet 
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yet it i« prefumed , that more will fliortly follow from the 
fame hands. 

A Declaration of the Council of the Royal 
Society y paflTed Nove.mb.2o. 1676; relating 
ro fome PafTages in a late Book of Mr, Hooke 
cntttuled Lampaijsc. 

WHerea* the Publifher of the Philofophical 
Tranfa&ions hath made complaint to the 
Council of the Royal Society of fome Paftages in a 
late Book of Mr. Hooke , e»MK/e</ Lampas, &c. and 
printed by the Printer of the faid Society , refletling on 
the integrity and faithfulnefs of the faid Publijber in hh 
management of the Intelligence of the faid Society : 
Thh Council hath thought fit to declare in the behalf of 
the Publifher aforefaid , That thy knew nothing of the 
Publication of the faid Book, ; and further , that the 
faid Publifher hath carried himfelf faithfully andhonefil) 
in the management of the Intelligence of the Royal 
Society, and given no juft caufe of fuch Reflections. 

T We Council having thus juftified the Publifher; he (hall 
only add that parr of a Letter , written tohimbvM.. 
Ckriftian Hugens de Zulhhem the zcth. of Vebrtiar* 1675, 
which relates to the taking out a Parent of his , the faid M. 
Hugem'$y Invention ; aad then let the world judge of the Poft- 
fcnber's accufation about an endeavourof defrauding him of 
hit Contrivance : The words of the faid Letter, Englifhed^are 
rhefe ; 

For the reft, Sir, if you believe, that a Ptiviledge (Co he 
calls a Patent) /# England would be mrtb [cmethmg, and that 

either 
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either the Royal Society or You might mike fime advantage 
thereof 3 I willingly offer you all I there might pretend to. 

So that, if there was' a defire In the Publisher to take out 
a Patent: , it was for no other contrivance, but M, H*gen$\ 
formerly fent to the Royal Society , and printed in Numfa 1 1 2* 
of thefeTranfa&ions* 



Errata. 

P.7 1 1 .1. 14. dei. Longitude found by H. Bond Sen, p.7 1 6. Lp« r» the 
ingenioufnefl % ibid.L %$<t* with the forme r* 
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